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Assessment Schedule – 2006  
Science: Describe aspects of astronomy (90192) 
Evidence Statement 

Question Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence 

1(a) Orbit   

1(b) Pluto (accept Mercury) 
 

  

1(c) Jupiter   

1(d) Retrograde motion   

1(e) Different planets orbit at different 
speeds. 
 

As a faster planet (e.g. the Earth) 
overtakes a slower planet (e.g. Mars) 
the slower planet will appear to move 
backwards (against the background of 
stars).   
OR  
The converse with earth and a faster 
planet. 

 

2(a) 
 
 
 

Moon passes through the Earths 
shadow (umbra). 
OR 
A labelled diagram showing 
convergence of light rays. 

Eclipse explained by correct 
statement.  
AND 
Labelled diagram showing 
convergence of light rays. 

 

2(b) 
 
 
 

The Sun illuminates the Moon 
(Moon reflects the Sun’s light.) 
OR  
The Moon orbits the earth. 

Any two of: 
The Moon orbits the Earth.  
  
The Sun illuminates the Moon. 
 
Example of Moon’s phase related to 
above. 

The Sun illuminates (half) the Moon 
AND  
At different positions of the Moon’s 
orbit (around the Earth). 
AND 
Differing amounts of the illuminated 
side are seen / example of the 
Moon’s position. 

2(c) 
 
 

Moon rotates on its axis (spins) 
as it orbits the Earth.   

Because the Moon’s rotation time is 
the same as its revolution time. 
OR 
The Moon’s time taken to spin on its 
own axis is the same as the time taken 
to circle around the Earth. 

 

2(d) 
 
 

Any three of: 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 
Neptune or Pluto. 
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2(e) 
 
 

The Earth’s axis is tilted. 
OR 
The Earth orbits the Sun. 
OR 
Labelled diagram showing one of 
the above. 

The Earth’s axis is tilted   
AND 
The Earth orbits the Sun. 
OR 
Labelled diagram showing both of 
the above. 
 
 
 
 

The Earth’s axis is tilted  
AND 
The Earth orbits the Sun  
AND 
The Earth’s tilt at equinox is 
perpendicular to a line joining Sun & 
Earth / both poles equidistant from Sun 
OR 
Diagram showing tilted Earth orbiting 
the Sun with 90 degree angle to Sun at 
equinox. 

3(a) 
 
 

Gives one type of information 
gathered, eg visual images, 
temperature, pressure, gravity, 
magnetism, chemical analysis, 
topography, atmospheric, distance. 
OR one comparison of quality of 
information. 

Links space orbiter or light telescope 
with specific type of information. 
 

Comparison and contrast of information 
gathered by orbiter and telescope.  

3(b) 
 
 

Any one of: 
Space telescopes / radio telescopes / 
probes / named types of satellite, 
eg: 
infra-red, x-ray / Mars rover. 

  

 

Judgement Statement  
 
Science: Describe aspects of astronomy (90192) 
 
 

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence 

SIX questions answered correctly. 

Minimum of 6 × A 

SEVEN questions answered 
correctly, including at least THREE 
at Merit level. 

Minimum of 3 × M + 4 × A 

EIGHT questions answered 
correctly, including at least ONE at 
Excellence level and at least FOUR 
at Merit level. 

Minimum of 1 × E + 4 × M +3 × A 

 
 


